
Natural gas itself has no odor.  For your safety, we add a strong smell to it before it is put 
into service . . . so it can be easily detected.  Even though natural gas has an excellent safety 
record, it is still possible through misuse or accident to have a natural gas leak.

EDUCATE YOUR HOUSEHOLD
• Use your nose! Calmly get everyone outside even if you smell a small amount of the

odor of natural gas in the air. Don’t stay—get away!

• Do not turn on any lights or other electrical switches.

• Do not light a match or candle.

• Once you are outside, call the Fremont Department of Utilities immediately at
402.727.2613.

• Review natural gas safety tips periodically with your household and
childcare givers!

BE SAFE! IF YOU SMELL NATURAL GAS, GET OUTSIDE FAST!
ONCE OUTSIDE, CALL 402.727.2613.
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Providing economical, safe and reliable electric, natural gas, 
sewer, and water services for the Fremont community.

CHECKLIST FOR NATURAL GAS SAFETY
 Keep the areas around appliances and equipment 

clean and unblocked! (Proper air fl ow is essential for 
safe operation.)

 Have all gas appliances, furnaces, vents, fl ues,
chimneys, and gas lines in your home or business 
inspected annually.

 Look for a blue fl ame. A steady, blue fl ame indicates
that pilot lights and burners are operating properly. 
(Decorative fi re logs may have a yellow fl ame.)

 Hire a qualifi ed contractor to repair, move, or install a 
gas appliance or connector. 

 Install carbon monoxide detectors. Carbon monoxide 
is a colorless, odorless, tasteless gas that can make 
one ill or even kill. Exposure to even low 
concentrations of carbon monoxide over several 
hours can be dangerous as exposure to high carbon 
monoxide levels for a few minutes. Newer model 
sensors will detect both conditions.

 Regularly clean your clothes dryer vents.

 Never use a stove or oven for heating your home.

 Never let children play near natural gas 
appliances or pipes.

 Never hang any objects on natural gas or other 
piping.

 Never store chemicals or combustible materials near 
gas appliances.

STRONG SMELLY 
    THINGS ARE NECESSARY

...SOMETIMES

The Southwest Power Pool (SPP) now regulates and controls the bulk power and transmission electric grid for the Fremont 
area. SPP’s management of the transmission grid has limited the amount of power we can bring into Fremont through the 
existing transmission line. This new voltage threshold has affected the way we run our Power Plant generation when our 
largest generator is offline.  

An emergency contingency plan hopefully will prevent mandatory load reduction efforts during peak periods on the hottest 
summer and coldest winter days. This plan calls for starting emergency generators throughout Fremont, shutting off City 
water wells, firing up the propane peaking plant, and running public service messages asking customers to curtail electrical 
usage. We certainly hope we don’t have to enact the plan, but it’s better to be prepared than be caught off guard.

The Elkhorn River Valley Transmission (ERVT) project will construct a new, larger transmission line into Fremont. 
Scheduled for completion by the fall of 2018, the ERVT transmission line will ensure reliability that Fremont utility 
customers are accustomed to. 
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FEBRUARY SAFETY TIP: CARBON MONOXIDE—THE INVISIBLE KILLER. 
Install and test carbon monoxide detectors especially near sleeping areas. Don’t let this “silent killer” attack you while you sleep!

Saving Energy One Room at a Time

The laundry room may not be a prime hang-out spot for your family, but it sure is a busy place. The average American 
household washes 300 loads of laundry each year. These simple laundry room cost-saving measures will help shrink 
your energy budget. 

Refrigerators keep food fresh, but they can take up as much space on your electric bill as they do in your kitchen. 
Thanks to modern technology, today’s refrigerators use far less energy than older models. The following actions will 
help you conserve energy and keep your fridge running at peak performance:

• Install high-efficiency LED bulbs. 
• Keep the dryer vent clean.
• Air dry laundry.

• Set thermostats at the recommended temperature settings—
37°F to 40°F for the refrigerator and 5°F for the freezer. 

• Keep your refrigerator well-stocked without overfilling it. 

• Cover liquids and wrap foods before storing them.  

• Clean the coils on the back of the refrigerator 
regularly to improve airflow.

• Position your refrigerator away from the 
oven, windows, and other sources of heat.

• Clean the dryer lint filter. 
• Run full loads.
• Wash clothes in cold water.

• Sort clothing to dry more efficiently.

• Combustion turbine renamed the Derril G. Marshall Generating   
Station

• Air quality control system ($52 million scrubber) comes online at               
the Power Plant

• Propane vaporizer replaced at the Power Plant

• Received a $146,000 grant from Nebraska Department of      
Environmental Quality for a new compost turner

• Installed new gas, water, wastewater and electric facilities in Ritz            
Lake and Brooks Hollow 

• Replaced aging distribution underground in Meadowbrook Mobile          
Home Park

• Repainted tanks and piping at Gas Peak Shaving Plant

• Replaced four trucks, including a $227,000 bucket truck

• Initiated a customer newsletter inserted into bimonthly billings,              
as well as an electronic monthly newsletter delivered to customers     
via email

• Replaced nine 69kV substation and nine 7.2kV distribution 
breakers

• Completed an emergency contingency plan due to SPP/OPPD     
transmission line restrictions on our current tie line between OPPD          
and Fremont

Thanks to the generosity of 
Moehn Electrical Sales, Kriz 
Davis Wholesale Electrical 
Supplies, and Cooper Lighting, 
the Veterans Memorial on the 
northeast corner of the Dodge 
County Courthouse lawn 
has new LED lighting. These 
companies generously furnished 
two LED flood lights and a  
LED streetlight for the project. 
This project enabled us to improve the lighting and to 
showcase some of the advantages of LED lighting at a 
prime downtown location. Drive by Fifth and Park at 
night to see the improved visibility with LED lighting.

2015 Highlights LED Lighting Improvements for
the Veterans Memorial
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